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The AGM held at Widcombe Social Club on 24 May 2017 

Present: 
Keith Palmer (AGM chair), Ruth Herrlinger, Helen Peter, Tanya Ross, Andy Hepburn, Annette Van 
Maurik, Ruth White, Alex Sykes, Jo Bridger, Helen Lucey, Richard Popp, Liz Hughes, Gordon 
Hughes, Ali Stradling, Mark Wray, Nola Edwards (on behalf of Save Foxhill group), Stewart Owen 
(minutes). 
Guests: 
Jeremy Boss (Chairman of Widcombe Association) 
Chris Jones (Chair of the Trustees of St Mark’s Community Centre) 
Apologies: 
Sylvia Green, Deborah Collins, Brian Howard, Kit & Sue Powell, Tim Mowl, Gill Leaning, Garry & 
Sally Manning 

Minutes of the widcombewest AGM 2017 

Introduction to the meeting 

Keith (KP) opened the meeting by briefly describing the fairly recent formation of 
widcombewest by the amalgamation of three local neighbourhood groups: ARCH, St Mark’s Road 
and Lower Wells Road. Several successful events had been held in the past year, such as the 
Summer BBQ, the Xmas Party and the Open Gardens evening social. Regular activities had 
continued throughout the year, such as litter picking, neighbourhood clean-ups (including the 
clearance of rough-sleeping camps on Beechen Cliff) and general ‘gardening’ work. Major 
project work had been carried out constructing the bike store at the Community centre and 
several issues of public concern had been addressed. The widcombewest.uk website had been 
updated and provided a mine of information, including a fascinating section on the history of the 
area.   

Keith thanked everyone who had been involved in all this activity.  

Keith also noted with thanks the support provided by the Widcombe Association on issues of joint 
concern and by our two councillors, Ian Gilchrist (to be installed as Mayor of Bath on 3 June) and 
Jasper Becker. 

Presentations 

Keith then introduced Jeremy Boss, the Chairman of Widcombe Association (WA) who gave an 
outline of the objectives and activities of the WA. See Appendix A for details. 

After thanking Jeremy for his presentation, Keith introduced Chris jones, the Chair of Trustees of 
the St Mark’s Community Centre for his presentation about the Community Centre, its current 
usage and potential future role serving the community. See Appendix B for details. 

AGM Business 

Annette (AVM) presented the widcombewest accounts for 2016-2017. Income amounted to 
£307.32 and expenditure amounted to £25.36, giving a surplus at the bank of £281.96. The 
accounts were accepted unanimously. 

Election of officers 

The following officers of widcombewest were re-elected without opposition for 2017-2018: 

Co-Chair: Sylvia Green and Liz Hughes 
Treasurer: Annette Van Maurik 
Secretary: for a limited hand-over period only Ruth Herrlinger. 
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After carrying out the duties of secretary for the past six years, Ruth’s busy life and family 
commitments require her to step down from the job. Ruth was thanked by all present for 
performing her duties with great enthusiasm, efficiency and generosity at all times. 

As a result, the vital role of secretary for 2017-2018 has not been filled and an appeal for 
volunteers to take on the job will be circulated shortly. The job can be shared if necessary, 
should volunteers consider that they would be unable to carry out the work without some extra 
assistance. 

Forthcoming Events 

Ruth reminded the meeting of the following forth-coming events: 

• Open Gardens on the evening of Thursday 6th July - (If you would be prepared to open your 
garden for a couple of hours please tell Ruth or Stewart as soon as possible) 

• Summer BBQ at St Mark’s Garden on Sunday 23rd July 

• Community Gardening Weekend on 9th/10th September (maintenance and bulb planting) 

• An Autumn Social on the evening of 19th October (details to be announced). 

Suggestions for other community-based activities are always welcomed. 

Projects 

Alex (AS) described a series of local community initiatives: 

• The Bike Store work party was highly successful and completion is anticipated by the end of 
the summer, thanks due to financial donations from B&NES and from WA. Assistance will be 
required for the construction of the store, details for which will be issued nearer the time. 

• If sufficient interest can be raised, a Gardening Club could be set up at the Community 
Centre. 

• Repairs have been made to the Community Centre roof and finials. 

• The Community Centre lobby now contains a book-exchange and a notice board for 
residents. 

• A project to get a handrail installed at the junction of Lyncombe Hill and St Mark’s Road is 
being pursued by members of widcombewest and WA. 

• Lighting on Halfpenny Bridge has been installed thanks to the campaigning by WA and 
widcombewest supporters. 

• Supporters of widcombewest are involved in exploring opportunities for use of the railway 
arches in Claverton Street. 

• The potential restoration of the St Mark’s playground (neglected for years and now 
overgrown and severely littered) for use by local children as a safe play area is being 
investigated. A project brief for general consultation will need to be circulated to gauge 
opinion on what would be a long-lasting community commitment. 

Helen (HP) listed some  current concerns: 

• A video showing the unacceptable aerial emissions from restaurants by the rail station has at 
last gained a reaction from people who previously have been unresponsive. Progress to abate 
the smell nuisance will be vigorously pursued. 

• Changes to the landscape of lower Holloway, by the removal of tree planters from house 
frontages, and the removal of other mature trees, have concerned residents who are seeking 
confirmation from B&NES that such actions have complied with regulations. The construction 
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of a number of ‘sterile’ low maintenance garden areas by landlords simply wanting to 
minimise maintenance responsibilities is also to be strongly resisted, but very difficult to 
influence otherwise. 

• A scheme to plant a few fruit trees on ‘Calton Green’ and to reduce the bramble patch will 
be prepared by B&NES for early autumn. Stewart (SO) has agreed to keep local residents (in 
St Mark’s Road particularly) informed about the proposals and make sure that local opinion is 
taken into account. 

In drawing the meeting to a close Keith thanked Jeremy and Chris again for their presentations 
and  all present for attending. He reminded everyone that while widcombewest exists for the 
benefit of ALL residents it relies on the input and engagement of as many people as possible. He 
invited anyone who would like to get to get involved to get in contact with him, Ruth or one of 
the other members of the organising group, or via the email address: info@widcombewest.uk.      

End of AGM 2017. 

APPENDIX A: Presentation by Jeremy Boss of the Widcombe Association (WA) 

Jeremy described the objective of the WA as: ‘to make Widcombe a more vibrant place in which 
to live and work’. 

The WA is Bath’s largest residents’ association, covering the electoral ward of Lyncombe and 
Widcombe, with a membership of over 400 households and 60 businesses. The longest running 
community project and greatest achievement has been the Rossiter Road Scheme which has 
transformed life along Widcombe Parade. The WA is a member of the Federation of Bath 
Residents’ Associations (FOBRA) with whom several issues involving B&NES have been discussed 
and resolved. Discounts for members have been negotiated with local businesses and retail 
outlets. 

The WA is associated with many activities: interest groups such as the gardening club; the annual 
Widcombe Street Party, plus special fund-raising events that allow donations to be made towards 
local charities and deserving causes. The Widcombe Magazine is now distributed to all 
households in the area free of charge and the WA website provides plenty of information about 
local affairs, as well as a route for enquiries to be made. 

The WA is ‘politically neutral’ but is keen to hold its political representatives to account where 
necessary. Fortunately, the WA has many members with specialist skills who work on behalf of 
the community, such as scrutinizing planning applications, assessing transport proposals, 
commenting on air quality issues, in order to protect the interests of local residents. 

The WA aims to: 

• Protect what we have and to promote improvements 

• Encourage community activities 

• Run events and support charities 

• Lobby on behalf of Widcombe residents and businesses 

In answer to a number of questions, Jeremy replied: 

a) Membership of the WA by residents living in the widcombewest area is relatively low. 

b) The larger the membership of the WA the greater the potential for obtaining deals with local 
traders. 
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c) A revised proposal for converting the toilet block in Claverton Street into a ‘micro-office’ has 
been re-submitted to B&NES after initial refusal and is now likely to proceed.  

d) After a period of ‘neutrality’ regarding the cable car proposal during the initial stage of the 
consultation process, the WA has now announced that it is against the proposal, partly 
because of the inadequate information provided by Curo’s project team. The WA has since 
supported the publication of the opposition leaflet and has determined that 350 out of 400 
members are against the scheme in principal, 75% of those against saying that the WA should 
actively campaign against the project. 

The Curo proposals for the redevelopment of Foxhill are being resolutely opposed by the ‘Save 
Foxhill’ campaign, partly due to the lack of provision of social housing. Campaigner Nola 
Edwards asked those at the meeting to learn more by consulting the relevant planning page on 
the B&NES website http://tinyurl.com/gvymnyt and/or by looking at Facebook page @save 
foxhill. 

Keith thanked Jeremy for his presentation and observed that the existing arrangement between 
widcombewest and the WA for sharing event details and news about local issues should continue 
to the benefit of all concerned. 

APPENDIX B: Presentation by Chris Jones, Chair of St Mark’s Community Centre Trustees 

Chris listed the constraints under which the trustees have to run the community centre: 

• The Centre is run as a ‘charitable incorporated organisation’ – the trustees have limited 
liability. 

• The Centre is a Grade 2 Listed Building. 

• The Centre is managed by volunteer trustees. 

• The trustees have a duty of care to ensure that the Centre is safe and compliant with 
regulations. 

• The operation of the Centre must meet charitable objectives – for the benefit of residents of 
Bath; it should advance education and provide facilities for social welfare. 

• The trustees have a duty to ensure sound financial management. 

Accounts for 2016 show that outgoings very slightly exceeded income by £600.  

Income for the Centre is derived solely from lettings, the main long-term users being Curtis 
Dance (51%), Acorns (24%), Zenith Youth Theatre (9%), Dog Training (8%) and the Toddler Group. 
Expenditure includes: utilities (19%), maintenance (6%), cleaning (17%), insurance (20%), plus an 
unlimited potential amount on repairs and refurbishment of the fabric of such an old building, 
notably the roof. 

The trustees want the Centre to be more ‘loved’ and used by the widest range of local people, 
whilst continuing to meet the charitable objectives and remaining financially viable. Accordingly, 
the trustees have launched a consultation project in which they are seeking information and 
opinions from neighbours, residents, users and the wider community about how the Centre is 
being used, who uses it and how it could be used in the future. 

Everyone attending the AGM was encouraged to complete the online Community Centre Survey 
2017 which is available at http://www.st-marks.btck.co.uk/ConsultationSurvey or via the St 
Mark’s website. The deadline for the survey is 21st July:. 

In answer to questions Chris replied that: 

The trustees are fully aware that in order to be financially viable, the Centre needs to be used 
as much as possible, but that this can cause conflict with residents of St Mark’s Road due to 
traffic and parking problems and noise nuisance. [Chair’s note: We are hoping that data from the 

http://www.st-marks.btck.co.uk/ConsultationSurvey
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survey described above and from other sources will help us to identify possible options for 
improving road safety in St Mark’s Road}.   

Charitable restrictions mean that ‘office’ use is not permitted and that restricted income 
prevents major re-design or refurbishment.   

Alex reminded the meeting that the Centre’s facilities are reserved for use by local residents 
one Sunday per month, but that this availability is rarely taken up. A comprehensive booking 
calendar is available online should anyone wish to use/hire facilities. Currently the Centre is 
under-used by ‘senior’ members of the community. 

It was noted that a major selling point for the Centre is the garden and the potential this could 
offer for outdoor activities – that did not conflict with its current appearance solely as a 
playground. 

The Zenith Theatre rehearsal of ‘Summer Holiday’ on Sunday 2 July will be free to be viewed by 
local residents if they would like to see one of the very successful Centre activities in action. 

Keith thanked Chris for his presentation and invited everyone to promote the Centre 
consultation process by completing the survey and by encouraging friends and neighbours to do 
so as well.


